The accurate diagnosis of medical diseases depends upon a due consideration of many factors; the history, when obtainable, may be of great value, the symptoms complained of by the patient may also be very important; but physical signs, when present, give usually the most accurate information.
It is necessary to combine all the leading facts obtained from these three sources into a consistent whole, which gives then the clue to the nature of the disease from which the patient is suffering. I propose to point out as briefly as possible a tew instances illustrating the relative value of some physical signs in a few common diseases such as are met with in every-day practice, and the importance of disregarding (for the purposes of diagnosis) others which frequently, tend to confuse the diagnostician. Fibrosis of the lung.?This is by no means an mcommon sequel to pneumonia in children, and the most important signs of its presence are those seen on inspection of the chest. The chest-wall is retracted over its site, and the movements impaired, often to a great extent, The impulse of the heart is displaced towards this retracted side, often to such an extent that in disease of the left lung it may have to be searched for in the axilla or back; or in fibrosis of the right lung it may be displaced to the right of the sternum.
